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THE WORKING LIFE.—

To most men, work is just work—manual
work, professional work, office work, house-
hold work, public work, intellectual work,
A yellew primrose is just a yellowprimrose ;
a spade is a spade; a ledger 1s a ledger;
a lexicon is a lexicon. To a worker with
this mind, so far as spiritual uses are con-
cerned, therefore work is vanity—an un-
accountable squandering of precious time.
He must earn his success by the sweat of his
brow ; that is all he knows about it. Itisa
curse, lying from the begining upon man as
man. So six days each week he bends his
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neck to 1t doggedly ; the seventh God allows
him to think about the unsecn and eternal.

Now God would never unspiritualise
three-fourths of man’s nctive life by work,
and if work were work nothing more.

A second workman sees a little further.
His work is not a curse exactly ; it is his
appointed life, his destiny. It is God’s will
for him, and he must go through with it,
No doubt its trials are good for him ; at all
cvents, God has appointed him this sphere,
and he must accept it with Christian resig-
nation.

It is a poor compliment to the Divine
arrangements if they are simply to be ac-
quiesced in. The all-wise God surely intends
some higher outcome irom three-fourths
of life than bread and butter and resignation.

To the spiritual man, next, there lies
behind this temporal a somcthing which
explains all. He sees more to come out of
it than the year’s income or the employment
of his allotted time or the benefiting of his
species. If violins were to be the only product,
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there 1s no reason why Stradivarius should
spend his life in making them. DBut work is
an incarnation of the unseen. In this loom
man’s soul is made. There 1s a subtle
machinery behind it all, working while he
1s working, making or unmaking the unseen
in him. Integrity, thoroughness, honesty,
accuracy  conscientousness, faithfulness,
patience—these unseen things which com-
plete a soul are woven into it in work.
Apart from work, these things are not. As
the conductor leads into our nerves the in-
visible electric force, so work conducts into
our spirit all high forces of character, all
essential qualities of life, truth in the inward
parts. Ledgers and lexicons, business letters,
domestic duties, striking of bargains, writing
of examinations, handling of tools—these
are the conductors of the eternal. * % &
No man dreams integrity, accuracy, and so
on. He cannot learn them by reading about’
them. These things require their wire as
much as clectricity. The spiritual fluids
and the clectric fluids are under the same



s f¥ oraAte StErfe T A |

law ; and messages of grace come along
the lines of honest work to the soul like
the invisible message along the telegraph
wires. Patience, spiritually, will travel
along a conductor as really as electricity.

A workshop, therefore, or an office, or a
school of learning, is a gigantic conductor.
An office is not a place for making money it
is a place for making character. A work-
shop is not a place for making machinery—
it is a place for making men; not for
turning wood, for fitting eagines, for found-
ing cylinders to God’s cye, it is a place
for founding character ; it is a place for
fitting in the virtues to one’s life, for turning
out honest, modest tempered, God-fearing
men. A school of learning is not so much
a place for making scholars; as a place for
making souls. And he who would ripen and
perfect the eternal element in his being will
do this by attending to the religious uses of
his daily task, recognising the unseen in its
seen, and so turning three-fourths of each
day’s life into an cveracting means of grace.”
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Here is a great lesson ; we must discover

God’s will and recognizing it we must en-
deavour to do it joyfully and at least
courageously.
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“The world needeth a glass to rectify its
vision, and this death alone presents.

. For through death faith is seen in truer
colours and better understood.

Then the refraction through prejudice,

envy and ignorance is corrected.”
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“Shall we not, in future, cease to be the old selves,
which shall all, without exception, be for ever
sacrificed unreservedly & unconditionally to God and

his love ¥
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“A person who is free from the fever'of his

own will is satisfied wilh every thing prm’idgd

God beserved.”
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“O Lord my God ! illumine this our be-
nighted Motherland, cast thy look of grace
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on these thy children, who are so weak
and helpless. Who elsé but thou canst
help this down-trodden land, which is
begirt by endless troubles and calamities,
and from which lamentations rise up
to heaven day and night. Do thou save
our country from the depth of degrada-
tion into which it hath sunk. Send right-
eousness unto it, O Lord ; for in righteous-
ness is our salvation. On every soul do
thou pour down thy waters of mercy and
reveal thyself as our Father and our Mother,
that we may worship thee with our whole
heart. Oh | when will that day dawn upon
this land, when all her' sons will unite in
indissoluble brotherhood, and worship thee
with one accord ¥ Our little efforts can
accomplish nothing ; O thou that crownest

all work with success, grant us thy grace.
L4

Vide Mabharshi's Auto-Biography (in English )
page 190.
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“God is love” and love 1s God”
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“The universe is the manifestation and
abode of free mind. The PARAMATMA em-
bodying his personal thought in itoadjust-
ment realizing his own idea’ in its phiicho~
mena.”

“We lack everywhere for physical sig-
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nals of an ever-living will and decipher
the universe as the autébiography of am
infinite spirit.”
(POEM)

Through all this Iife’s eventful Road

Fain would I walk with Thee my God,

And find thy presence light around,

And every step on holy ground.

Each blessing would I trace to Thee,

In every grief thy mercy see,

And through the paths of duty move,

Conscious of Thine encircling love.

And when the angel Death stands by,

Be this my strengh, that Thou art nigh,

And this my joy, that I shall be

With those who dwell in light with Thee.
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el vixa

Exquisite joy thus seeks the saint’s content

Who rest in peace, all world’s attachments
. spent e
The sinless souls divine that godwaPfd go
And Jomed to Him in love of him do grow.
(VI 27)

( Bhagabatgzta in English Rhyme

bv Ras Bahadur Biresvar Chakrawarts).
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“His (Maharshi's)* offering of last words
is as it were, a voice from the blessed dead.
He whose offering it is, in imminent expec-
tation of a summons to his Maker"s presence,
meant it to be his final blessing to those so
beloved of him on earth.” . _

starea Sz ¥ (R T4 Stgwam
am @ feafaea s AfFeifde 2¥@ ey

¥ Extract from preface, by Babu Mohini mohan

Chatterjee, of the Maharshi’s {arewell offering to his
desciples, and followers,
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“Son of Dwarkanath Tagore, and the
first Secretary, I believe, of the British
Indian association, he might have_ been a
Maharaja long before this. But he chose the
better part. Maharajas die but Maharshis
live—live in the grateful hearts of unborn

generations.”’ ¥

% Vipe Introduction Page XX of the English
translation from Bengalee of Maharshi's Auto-Bio-
graphy by SrerJUT SaTvENDRA NaTH TAGORE and
his daughter SREEMUTEE INDIRA DEVI. A
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